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Seeking musical equality for inner city youth

TT
he children  from one of Denver’s most
economically challenged neighbor-
hoods are blessed by the presence of

Instrumentos de la Libertad, a music educa-
tion program. Jason Justice, the visionary
behind the program is quick to point out that
even though the program primarily serves
children living in Denver’s westside, no
child will be turned away. St Joseph’s Parish,
in association with Jason Justice, Meis
Music and the Jazz Celebration at Metro
State College, has formed an organization
called Instrumentos de la Libertad, or
Instruments of Freedom. The concept is sim-
ple – offer free instruments and music
instruction to kids who want it. 

Instrumentos de la Libertad is housed at
St. Joseph’s, at 5th and Galapago.  The non-
profit organization provides free instru-
ments and lessons for children whose fami-
lies do not have the means to provide a musi-

cal education for their children. 
“We are concerned about the future of

the children on the westside,” Justice said.
“Ours is a historically working-class neigh-
borhood that more recently has been popu-
lated by economically deprived families and
recent immigrants of many different nation-
alities. The public schools in this area are
constantly struggling with overcrowded
classrooms and reduced teaching staffs that
are trying to breach the boundaries of differ-
ent languages.

“One way to help children overcome
these obstacles is to help boost their cogni-
tive abilities so they are ready to accept
teaching at school. Studies have demonstrat-
ed that disadvantaged children who received
two years of music instruction scored equal
to middle-income children on certain spatial-
temporal tasks, including arithmetic. Music
education is important to these children. It
gives them the skills they need and confi-
dence in themselves.”
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Cameron Hurley, Avil and Osvaldo Rodriguez and Cesar Tarin-Saenz take an interest in Jason
Justice’s saxophone strap. 
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Instrumentos provides any child who
wants to join the program an instrument of
their choice, one private lesson a week and
places them in either a beginning band,  an
advanced band, or the Jazz/Guitar ensem-
ble. There are currently 40 children ranging
in age from 7 to 17 and seven volunteer
instructors in the program. The list of avail-
able instruments ranges from accordions to
guitars and everything in between. 

Justice, 39, is a graduate of Littleton
High School. His background reads like an
artist’s fairy tale. His parents were both
musically inclined and encouraged him and
his siblings to follow their artistic visions –
one brother is a professional bronze sculptor
and another is a filmmaker. Justice himself
has a resume which reads like a who’s who
of musicians. He graduated with a degree in

music performance from Metro State
College, where he met his future wife
Andrea Merida, currently the director of
music at St. Joseph’s, and made a commit-
ment to himself and his Maker to walk the
walk and play the notes. He was committed
to fully enmeshing himself in music and its
advocacy.

Following a stint at the Dallas Dickens
Opera House, Justice, who sings and plays
sax, flute, guitar and clarinet, joined Mondo
Bizarre, a world beat R&B band. He also
played with renowned New Orleans singer
Diana Castro for a number of years. Then he
joined Denver’s Queen City Jazz Band as a
teacher. The jazz aficionado began working
at St. Joseph’s, after marrying Merida, as a
staff musician performing at weddings,

Dani Chavez, Rebeka Chavez and instructor Beth Harper practice on the flute during class. 


